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Lois was a woman who pursued life with passion.  From an early age she took to the skies so to speak,  and she fell in love with aviation.  Her desire to pursue flying led her to the cadets where she excelled,  and was rewarded for her commitment and dedication.  This too is how she lived the rest of her life,  committed; passionate about Doug,  her family, friends, and her work.  On the plaque Lois received with a cadet flying scholarship in 1989 the poem “High Flight”, reveals something of her passionate nature: 
“Oh,  I have slipped the surly bonds of earth, and danced the skies on laughter silvered wings; sunward I’ve climbed , and joined the trembling mirth of sun split clouds – and done a hundred things, you have not dreamed of,  wheeled and soared,  and swung high in the sunlit silence. Hovering there I’ve chased the shouting wind along, and flung my eager craft through footless halls of air.  Up, up the long delirious burning blue, I’ve topped the wind swept heights with easy grace, where never lark, nor even eagle flew, and whilst with silent lifting mind I’ve trod, the high untrespassed sanctity of space, Put out my hand and touched the face of God.”   

The wonderful picture that this poem gives us,  of soaring in the sky,  free from gravities bounds,  and free to be pursue our life’s desires is perhaps a good description of Lois. She was a woman who forged her own path, not afraid to do what others might have said was too difficult.   It is hard for us here today,  perhaps even still to really imagine that Lois is no longer with us. 

There are few things in life that cause us as boldly and blatantly to reflect on our values and choices,  as the tragic death of someone we knew and cared about.  And no doubt, 
what this accident has most certainly done is to bring us face to face with some of life’s most concrete realities.  Things we already knew,  but in the busyness of life don’t often think about.  Life is uncertain,  it does not come with guarantees.  We do not know what tomorrow will bring.  Despite our best laid plans,  our good intentions,  our hard work, or responsible choices,   we are not able to secure the future.  And if you are like me,  that can seem a frightful thing. I do not doubt that one of the most difficult parts of the last week for many of you,  is the fact,  that we are powerless to change this terrible reality.  

There is nothing about Lois’ loss that seems fair,  or acceptable.  The unfortunate truth is that this young woman’s life was taken far too early,  and her loss will leave for many of you a deep sorrow for a significant time.  While we would like to have an answer to the question why,  we also know that if we knew,  it would still not bring us comfort here today.  The truth is,  that in moments like this we do want to know,  is there any hope?   

Is there anything certain that we can grab hold of to give us the strength we need to carry on?  Is there anything to look forward to,  that will last,  that cannot be ripped away from us without warning?  

It is easy today to see that popularity,  health,  money, friends,  intelligence cannot be where we find hope.  So where is it?  

I believe we can find hope when we look to a simple truth that God has given to us.  I want to say from the outset,  that you might be here today and wondering,  how could a God you say is loving allow something like this to happen?  You might be angry,  at God,  or wondering if God could even exist.  All of these responses are okay with Him.  God wants us to be honest,  for it is only from a place of honesty that we are able to carefully consider our own lives. 
I believe that in a time like this God wants to remind us of what we can know for sure. 
God wants us to know that Lois’s life was incredibly important to Him.  Her life mattered. The Bible tells us,  that God knows us intimately,  for he is the one who created us,  the writer of the Psalms says this,

PS 139:13 For you created my inmost being;

    you knit me together in my mother's womb.

PS 139:14 I praise you because I am fearfully and wonderfully made;

    your works are wonderful,

    I know that full well.

PS 139:15 My frame was not hidden from you

    when I was made in the secret place.

  When I was woven together in the depths of the earth,

PS 139:16 your eyes saw my unformed body.

  All the days ordained for me

    were written in your book

    before one of them came to be. 
God knew all about Lois’ life.  Not a day went by where he was not watching over her.  Even on Friday,  when Lois’ life was taken,  she was not alone.  As many of you have wept,  God wept too.  For you see,  it was never God’s intention for death to be a part of our human experience.  But God has given us freewill,  and as a human race,  we have fallen short of His standard.  The result is a world that is unpredictable,  and unfair, and sometimes cruel.  But God has not changed.  He remains interested in us,  he continues to love us, and offer us his hand of friendship and help.  The Bible describes God this way,  it says,  

PS 46:1 God is our refuge and strength,

    an ever-present help in trouble.

PS 46:2 Therefore we will not fear, though the earth give way

    and the mountains fall into the heart of the sea,

PS 46:3 though its waters roar and foam

    and the mountains quake with their surging.
God has not promised us a life free from hardship or trial,  but he has promised his help if we will ask for it.  God tells us,  that there is nothing that could make Him care for us less,  no circumstance so overwhelming that he would give up on us.  And God never gave up on Lois. And so now,  we can trust in knowing that Lois is in God’s hands. 

Jesus said,  JN 16:33 "I have told you these things, so that in me you may have peace. In this world you will have trouble. But take heart! I have overcome the world." 
God wants us to know that this life is not all there is.   He wants to have a relationship with us,  and through that relationship to bring us peace and contentment, long after this earthly life is over.   

Blaise Pascal 17th century mathematician looked at life on earth and concluded,  “At times the eternal silence of infinite space frightens me,  setting my life against the vastness of our universe.  If God doesn’t exist,  a brief life in a meaningless universe and then simply annihilation - how can anyone truly welcome such a prospect?   I cannot believe Lois’s life or the life of anyone of you sitting here today just is.  How could a life that touched all of you here today, many of you profoundly,  be nothing but a memory?  God created us for so much more than just this earthly life.   

It is for this reason that the Bible says,  “JN 3:16 "For God so loved the world that he gave his one and only Son, that whoever believes in him shall not perish but have eternal life. 17 For God did not send his Son into the world to condemn the world, but to save the world through him. 
As I said when we began a few minutes ago,  the reality of this life is that it is fleeting.  And yet,  most of time we can live as though it will go on forever.  As we are faced with this truth today,  we honor Lois’ life best by reflecting on our own.  You can look at all of the wonderful things Lois was to each of you,  a friend,  a sister,  a wife, a daughter, and you need to ask how am I living my life?  It is clear that Lois sought to live her life to the full, and she was not afraid to forge her own path,  to do what others might not have.  She is honored best as we allow her life to continue to impact ours.  When we pursue the important things in life with passion and determination,  we honor Lois.  When we learn to carefully reflect on how we are living today because we do not know when our time is up,  we honor Lois.  May we not forget that today is a gift from God.  
And may each of you cherish the time you had with Lois,  and may it challenge you to make the most of the days that God has given you.  In 1974 Pilot Richard Bach said,  "Flyers have a sense of adventures yet to come, instead of dimly recalling adventures of long ago as the only moments in which they truly lived."  Today we thank God for the life that Lois lived. And the place she had in each of our lives. May we in her memory,  carefully consider our lives, what lies ahead, so that we might look ahead and know the adventures still to come safe in the hands of God.
Lord of thunderhead and sky
Who place in man the will to fly
Who taught his hand speed, skill and grace
To soar beyond man's dwelling place
You shared with him the Eagle's view
The right to soar, as Eagles do
The right to call the clouds his home
And grateful, through your heavens roam
May all assembled here tonight
And all who love the thrill of flight
Recall with twofold gratitude
Your gift of Wings, Your gift of life.

— Father John MacGillivary, Royal Canadian Air Force
